A CASUAL INTEREST IN THE OLD NORTHERN MYTHS 
began in Germany during Romanticism (early 19th 
century) and soon after, the source texts of the Germans 
began to be compiled in a series called the Monumenta 
Germaniae Scriptores, which is still being continued 
today. In the year 1821 saw the publication of Wilhelm 
Carl Grimm's Ueber Deutsche Runen ("The Germanic 
Runes") and in 1835 Jakob Grimm published his 
monumental three volume Deutsche Mythologie which 
is the result of his studies in etymology, Germanic 
religious history, and surviving folk beliefs and remains 
a standard resource today. Many other authors followed 
suit since the climate around the time of German 
Unification in 1871 created a fertile climate for a growing 
religious nationalism. 

This also manifested itself in a new awareness 
of the body and physical health. The system of 
Gymnastics originated by F. Ludwig Jahn in the 1840's 
received a martial character as ideal exercises for a 
new generation of German soldiers. Modern Nudism 
(German: "Freikórperkultur" - “free body culture") and 
vegetarianism also originated around this time. The 
pagan artist Fidus, later a member of the Germanische 
Glaubens-Gemeinschaft, was an early adherent of this 
new solar cult of nature. Richard Ungewitter, founder of 
the nudist society Tifal, stated in his classic book 
Nacktheit that nudism "creates healthier, more 
physically fit individuals who are free of sexus 
neuroses.” 

This rejection of Christian body-negation, which 
was accompanied by Nietzsche’s philosophical rejection 
of the “christian slave cult", provided the environment 
in which a formal revival of heathen Germar 
was possible. Further groundwork Was b 
Wagner's operatic cycle "Der Ring der r Niebelu 
based on the Siegfried saga, and numerous nove 
in the time of the great European migration 
authors as Felix von Dahn. Theosophy and tt 
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THE RUNE MAGICIANS 

1908 was a watershed year for German 
heathendom and the occult revival. Guido von List, the 
renowned author of many works on mythology and 
Germanic linguistics, wrote his major work on the runes 
Das Geheimnis der Runen (illustration 1) and founded 
the Guido v. List Society, to be followed by the 
establishment of the esoteric order Hoher Armanen 
Orden in 1911 (illustration 2). List had been a member 
of the “Free German Society for Literature," /duna, 
together with Rudolf Steiner, later the founder of 
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THE GERMANIC REVIVAL: 
A SHORT OVERVIEW 


m illustration by Fidus 
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Illustration 1- Book plate from List's Das 
Geheimnis der Runen (1908) 

Anthroposophy, and was active 
within the loosely bound Pan-German 
movement, which sought the 
eventual union of the German- 
speaking area of Austria-Hungary 
with the German Empire. List's 
world-view is a unique amalgam of 
vólkisch and theosophical ideas. In 
his works he tried to- prove a hidden 
lineage of initiation, through which 
the pre-Christian Germanic secrets 
survived through Christian times. He 
also delved into the esoteric 
symbolism of heraldry, tracing its 
meaning back to the runes and other 
ancient symbols. List died in 1919 
but his thought influenced numerous 
authors and mystics such as Rudolf 
v. Gorsleben, S.A. Kummer, F.B. 
Marby, and Karl Maria v. Wiligut, all 
of whom developed original systems 
of rune-magic based on List's 18- 
rune futhark. In 1969, the Guido v. 
List Society was revitalized along 
with the Hohe Armanen Orden. There 
still exists an Armanen Verlag, which 
has reissued numerous books by List 
and publishes the journal /rminsul. 
The post-war Armanen are generally 





considered rightist racial-mystical 
fanatics by the general public. 
Gorsleben, a member in the 
Thule-Society, was influenced early 
on by List's ideas, abandoned his 
political involvement and dedicated 
himself to researching Germanic 
pre-history. In 1925 he founded the 
Edda Society, which issued the 
influential periodical Hag All, which 
counted K. M. Wiligut, writing as Jarl 





Guido von List (1910) 
Y 1848 - 4 1919 


Widar, among its contributors. 
Gorsleben's main work, beside 
two-volume Edda trans — is 
760 page Hoch-Zeit der Menschheit 
("Zenith of Mankind"), subtitled The 
World-Law of the Triads or Creation- 
Being-Passing in Primordial 
Language, Script, and Faith; 
conceived from the Runes by R. v. 
G. (illustration 5) which presents an 
all encompassing Nordic world view, 
based on Gorsleben’s often 
controversial interpretations of 
language, myth, and symbol, and 
draws together myriad 
correspondences that, while 
sometimes lacking in ‘scientific’ 
validity, open up a startling 
panorama of Germanic history. His 
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interpretations of the runes, like 
those of his ‘Ariosophist’ 
contemporaries, remain of interest 


even to the most traditional Asatruar. 


Herman Wirth, a researcher 
who had authored Der Aufgang der 
Menschheit (“The Rise of Mankind: 


Inquiries into the History of the 


Religion, Symbolism and Script of the 
Atlantean-Nordic Race", 1928) and 
Heilige Urschrift der Menschheit 
(“Holy Primordial Script of Mankind”, 
1931), was active in the early 
Ahnenerbe, mainly in supporting 
excavations at the ancient Germanic 
site the Externsteine until he was 
dismissed at Rosenberg’s request, 
possibly for his view that the 
Atlantean Arians were matriarchal. 
He demonstrated the importance of 
researching the history of symbols 
and ideograms in shedding light on 
the roots of religion and culture. A 
central thesis in Wirth’s work is the 
polar origin of northern peoples, 
which then spread southwards 
through out Europe. Herman Wirth’s 


legacy lives on in a German society 


named after him that still distributes 
reprints of his books (illustration 3) 
and holds lecture series twice a 
year. 











Illustration 2 - Hohe Armanen Orden (High 
Armanen-Order) midsummer solstice pilgrim- 
age to Carnuntum, June 1911. 





Herman Wirth 
Y 1885 — 4 1981 

Siegfried Adolf Kummer, 
author of Heilige Runen-macht: 
Wiedergeburt des Armanentums 
durch Runennbungen und Tänze 
("Holy Rune Might: The Rebirth of 
Armanendom through runic exercises 
and dances", 1932), continued the 
18-rune row tradition, emphasizing 
the practical magical application of 
the runes through the corporal 
vehicle (illustration 4). He taught his 
system at his “Runa” school in 
Dresden until it was shut down by 
the Nazis. A similar fate befell 
Friedrich Marby, the mystic who 
originated runic yoga. Inspired by Dr. 
Thormod Legis 1829 book Fundgruben 
des Alten Nordens, which compared 
some runic shapes to body 
positions, Marby developed 
exercises that to him turn the 
aspirant’s body into an antenna for 
picking up and sending cosmic 
energy streams. He believed that 
many “power spots” (his term is 
Halgadom) ideal for practicing rune 
yoga exist around Germany, often 
coinciding with ancient sites. In 
1936, Marby was interned at a 
succession of concentration camps 
until the end of the war, after which 
he continued his esoteric researches 
until his death in 1966. 
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runisChes Jehresschema, aus: 
"Die Kalenderscheibe von Fossum", 1948 


Illustration 3 - Illustration from Wirth's 
Die Kalenderscheibe von Fossum (1948) 





Siegfried Adolf Kummer 
Y 1899-7? 
photo: Erich Menzel 


Both Kummer and Marby 
partially owed their fate to the 
recommendations of Karl Maria 
Wiligut, who was in a remarkable 
position because Himmler trusted 
his powers, i.e. ancestral memory 
(illustration 6). In Wiligut’s version 
of Germanic history, his ancestors 
follow Irminism, a primeval German 
religion that follows Krist and is in 
perpetual conflict with Wotanism. 
Like List, Wiligut found traces of a 
continuing Irminist tradition in place 
names, heraldry and symbolism. His 
runic system includes some 
‘inventions’ of his own, including 
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interesting bind runes and 
numerological correspondences. 
After being influential in the choice 
of the Wewelsburg as SS order 
castle and in the design of the SS 
rune ring, Wiligut’s career as 
“Himmler’s Rasputin” ended when 
an earlier stay in a mental asylum 
was revealed, effecting his 
retirement from the SS. He died in 
1946. 


DIE GERMANISCHE 
GLAUBENS-GEMEINSCHAFT 


The origins of German Asatru 
can also be traced to the turn of the 
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Illustration 4- Runic Yoga chart from 
Kummer's Heilige Runenmacht (1932) 


century. In 1906 Josef Weber, writing 
as Von Riemann, issued a 94 page 
essay entitled A//vater (Wodan) oder 
Jehova? ("Allfather or Jehova?"), an 
attempt at a pagan catechism which 
led to the founding of the 
"Wodangesellschaft". Other groups 
were initiated soon after. 

Die Germanische Glaubens- 
Gemeinschaft (henceforth referred 
to as the GGG) originated in the 
"Wodangesellschaft" and the 
"Deutschreligióse Gemeinschaft" in 
1907, which makes it the oldest still 
existing New Heathen society 
anywhere (illustration 7). In 1908 the 
two groups started to use a gold 
swastika on blue background as their 
emblem. The main motivators in this 


group were Ludwig Fahrenkrog and 
Wilhelm Schwaner, who erected a 
rune gate and a fire altar with a sun 
wheel on the Hermannstein as 
ceremonial stead for the group 
(illustration 8) which was renamed 
GGG in 1913. W. Schwaner also 
published the magazine "Upland" 
under his pseudonym Obmann Irmin 
Svan (illustration 9). The GGG was 
a 'vólkisch' group that celebrated 
(and still does) seasonal festivals 
and blots as described in the Eddas 
and other Germanic sources, and as 





Illustration 5 - A recent ad for a facsimile re- 
print of Gorsleben's controversial book Hoch- 
Zeit der Menschheit (1930) 

such is very close to the path taken 
by the A.A. During the Third Reich, 
the GGG was forbidden to congregate 
openly, as a result of Fahrenkrog's 
refusal to sign his letters with "Heil 
Hitler." 

After WWII, the GGG 
resumed its activity and issued the 
magazine “Germanen Glaube.” After 
some vague turn of events, 
leadership of the GGG was placed in 
Geza v. Nemenji’s hands, who still 
leads the group as Allsherjargode 
today and continues to publish 
“Germanen Glaube” (illustrations 10 
& 13), a fascinating combination of 





articles about Germanic heathen 
sites, mythology and customs, 
documentation of the falsification 
and slander of neo-paganism in the 
Christian press, and other timely 
topics. He is the author of the book 
Heidnische Naturreligion and many 
booklets dealing with various 
aspects of Asatru. In keeping with 
his conviction that paganism must 
keep in harmony with nature, 
Nemenji is an ecological activist in 
the Greens. Ironically, he’s been the 
object of a slander campaign led by 
Greens that object to his faith. He 





Rudolf John Gorsleben 
Y 1883 - 4 1930 





Illustration 6 - Wiligut family sea! (1933) 
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also clearly distances himself and 
the GGG from the more overtly 
rightist (i.e. nationalist racial...) new 
heathen groups in Germany. 
Another group that maintains 
a ‘non-rightist’ stance is the 
"Rabenclan" which includes the 
Alraune Verlag and the now defunct 
Hexenzeitschrift. Many other small 
groups exist, too many to mention 
here. Unfortunately, the Christian 
establishment has an easy time 
associating New Heathen groups 
with right wing political activity and 
a purely religious group like the GGG 
has to deal with 
misrepresentation. 


DIE ARTGEMEINSCHAFT 

The other group that claims 
descendance from the original pre- 
war GGG is the Artgemeinschaft 
whose head Jürgen Rieger publishes 
the Nordische Zeitung (“Nordic 
Paper"-illustration 11), which often 
includes articles on 'vólkisch' figures 
such as Gustav Frenssen, Hermann 
Lóns, and Nietzsche in addition to 
articles of a mythological or folkloric 
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Kari Maria Wiligut (1945) 
Y 1868 - 1 1946 
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Ludwig Fahrenkrog (self portrait) 
Y 1867 — 4 1940? 
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Illustration 7 - Old GGG publication - 
artwork by Fahrenkrog 


nature. This organization is not 
Asatru in the strict sense, but seem 
to embrace a generally more 
transcendent idea of the divine as 
solar in nature, also rooted in ideas 
prevalent in turn-of-the-century 
Germanic esoteric circles (a popular 
term of the time is "Lichtmensch" = 
light being, referring to the solar 
awareness of the nordic pagan). The 
bylaws of the Artgemeinschaft 
emphasize ethical guidelines and 


"They have included an article on 





strong connections with family and 
kindred, i.e. one's 'own kind' (the 
word "Art" means “kind” or *race"). 


heretical christian mystic Meister 
Eckart, which betrays a sympathy 
with certain ‘homegrown’ 
expressions of Christianity. The 
magazine definitely contains 
unpopular views since anti- 
materialist and anti-immigrant 
opinions are sometimes d. To 
express the opinion that the 
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Illustration 8 - Rune Gate and Fire Altar 
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errected by Fahrenkrog and Schwaner 









í 

re e. 
ToT 
m po 


e 
æ — 





Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Stamme 
Community of 
Tribes") who publi 
Muninn* magazine 
contains fac 
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the suppression o 
the NS period 
excellent articles 
religious" matte! 
group who 
proclamation 
"Odrórir: “One 
faith. Are you a n? Then turn 
to the Germanic Heathen nature- 
religion." have gotten a lot of time in 
the media because they fit into the 
popular image of Germanic heathen 
as simplistic extremists 


TODAY'S PROBLEMS 

Various leaders of the New 
Heathen movement have been 
repeatedly under attack from. 
anarchists and “Autonomen” lately. 
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Illustration 10 - Recent GGG publication 
with Fidus' Upland cover artwork. 
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Illustration 12 - Recent cover of 
Artgemeinschaft magazine Mordische Zeitung 
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Illustration 13 - Recent cover of GGG 
magazine Germanen Glaube 


Rieger was beat up in Hamburg, the 
ANSE-Berlin leader Schultz’s car was 
set on fire, and Michael Pflanz, 
publisher of the Runenstein magazine, 
found his car tires slashed. Meetings 
and rituals of the GGG have been 
repeatedly disturbed by the police while 
the Armanen were heckled and had 
bottles thrown at them during their 
solstice ceremony at the Externsteine 
last year. The New Heathens have been 
the subject of a number of slanted 
articles recently, mostly in Christian 
publications. In August 1995, the 
movement was portrayed in a national 
TV program called “The New Heathens- 
Odin’s Heirs on the March Forward’. In 
it the Gyfiliten (A very small group) 
were given ample time to voice their 
simplistic slogans while Geza von 
Nemenji's segment was edited and 
shortened. Also featured was German 
Socialist Party representative Krüger 
who objects to the GGG because they 
"use archaic symbols and the archaic 
brings with itself a certain danger”. 

In spite of these problems, 
interest in heathen groups of all 
varieties keeps increasing (illustration 
11) as more and more Germans grow 
disenchanted with the rootless 
materialist-technocratic aspects of 
their country. E 
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